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Japanese American’s perceptions of library between 1900s and 1920s:
From the viewpoint of Americanization movement

Naomi KOGO, Chieko MIZOUE

Wi

20MALHIPRIHE S o 72 [HIBE] MAOEED S, 190042 51920~ F T, BRI
K LUTT A FAGEBIDEEAN AT DNz TOFIUTT A ) A ARLHEBEMEIZH BNz, DWW
Tid. AFETIE, SEAFEENONRTH > 72 HRAADHEMHEZIRICOWTT 2 ) ALES)
EEICHOL ST A LR HIE Lze MIEFFHISCHMAET, 72 ) 7LEB)EA T
HolzE SNBHI00ENB1I29F 2RI, HRAADPLBEL WYY 75y 2Tl
THEATEIN THRHE] & [HRHE] B THESE, GERPLT7 X AR AARICH
T L IEHRIEAICE T 2FE R L. BN 2 1To 72,

ZOREFR, BEOT A ALK EHEIIARA TSR E LT 2 ) HbEE 13 A LR
BLTHELT, EICHEEIAETELRHRACE 5 TT A ) A ALESH IS ELRFIETIE
LhrofzZ e, —F. HRAODSE L2 HARGEREME L, (ORI OBE DS, (25 EIG
Bo—LE L CRELEREZIRAT 2. Q)7 AV HIZHTA2EHMEAFILGEEHRSN
TW2Z EDPBH LN 572,

Abstract

A wave of “New immigrants” in early 20" century led to Americanization movement.
This movement was seen in American public libraries. Public libraries regarded that
Americanization movement was the center of library services for immigrants. This study
examines Japanese American’s perceptions of libraries in early 20th century in California, U.S.
from the point of view of Americanization movement. The articles on the Nichibei-Shinbun and
the Shinsekai-Shinbun, which were issued in San Francisco, were analyzed between 1900 and
1929. The articles, which were related to library, reading and information of US and Japan,
were collected.

The results suggested that American public libraries provided few library services for the
Japanese, and the Japanese American who had limited English skills did not often use American
public libraries, while the Japanese libraries were perceived as follows; (1) educational place for
next generation, (2) supply of sane recreation, (3) supply of American information which was
related to a function of Americanization movement.
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