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The process of ongoing behavior of others in person perception: Activation of the trait concept on
the basis of trait scripts

Sousuke Miyamoto and Kimihisa Endo (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba, 305,
Japan)

This study investigates what kind of information ohservers encode from the ongoing be-
havior of others in person perception. In Experiment 1, 36 subjects were examined. They are pre-
sented 12 video clips that contained extracted behavior employed in the study by Miyamoto and
Yamamoto (1996). These video clips include impression relevant information. After observing
each clip, subjects were asked to give the trait judgments. For the trait judgments, response time
(RT) to target trait words was [aster than the RT to dummy traits. The results implied that the
trait concept was activated and encoded from the extracted behavior. In Experiment 2, 86 subjects
were randomly assigned to a complete-video group or a cutting-video group, and they were pre-
sented 6-minutes of video clip to form impressions of a target person. After observing the be-
havior, subjects were asked to recall the behavior. Results showed that the recall ratio of the ex-
tracted behavior in the complete-video group was higher than the recall ratio of the nonextracted
behavior. Moreover, the two groups did not differ in terms of the recall ratio of nonextracted be-
havior. Hence the extracted behaviors were more memorable than other behaviors. We explain
these results in terms of the mechanism of trait-scripts on the processing of ongoing behavior of
others in person perception.

Key words: person perception, ongoing behavior, trait script, activation of trait concept.
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Table 1 Target adjective word and dummy adjective words used in experiment 1

Scene No. Target adjective word Dummy adjective words

1 B | FERE 2Lrivh BLAERTWV  FEHTEZOW B

2 O R R e A TR 72 mA fakrz 3/ NG
3 | Zslw LD EEZ: EEEOE RF%

4 B RS AFELR TRE %2 REZR EERR

5 A R ImA VY AR % VARG ke 16 L

6 Y| ZoLlzwn JE I 22 KU 72 AR HE 72

7 T | EbridA k2 §54 L\ o3 0 A

8 | BBEE ENVITE WZERri 1R o L
9 | EbrioA - RER BELLLI T R 7%

10 G | B 2 B% EIERY 2 BB

11 A EhriavA BEeELLE Tohbi Bnehods mEN 7%

12 W ¥LO &R % bk 7z 558 7% EJERA
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Table 2 ’'Yes’ response ratio to the target adjec-

tive words

Scene Yes (N=32) Percentage
1 21 62.5
2 27 75.0
3 23 68.8
4 17 78.1
5 19 71.9
6 22 81.3
7 24 65.6
8 22 75.0
9 27 62.5
10 28 87.5
11 27 75.0
12 23 71.9

Total 72.6

Table 3 Means of time difference between target
adjective word and dummy adjective
words

Scene No. N mean{(X0.01S) mean(LOG10) SD(LOGI0) T

1 21 75.21 0.04 0.22)  0.81

2 27 38.62 0.12 (0.16)  3.78™*
3 23 34,91 0.09 (0.18)  2.53*
4 17 29.03 0.06 (0.16)  1.51

5 19 14.34 - 0.05 0.18)  1.28

6 22 45.76 0.11 (0.13)  4.22%*
7 24 17.13 0.04 (0.21)  1.03

8 22 —45.15 —0.01 (0.18)  0.35

9 27 18.55 0.07 (0.17)  2.15%*
10 28 24,22 0.07 (0.18)  1.91"
11 27 30.69 0.07 (0.16)  2.14*
12 23 —25.79 —0.01 0.36)  0.08
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Table 4 Mean recall ratio of trait relevant (irrelevant)
behavior in complete video group

extracted
behavior

non-extracted
behavior

S.D. t(df)

Complete video
group

0.40  (0.17)

0.16 (0.06) 9.8(42)***

A 5001
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Table 5 Mean recall ratio of trait irrelevant behavior
in cutting video group and complete video

group
cutting video S.D. complete video S.D. L
group group
non-extracted 0.16 (0.06) 0.16 (0.06) 0.32n.s
behavior
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