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Bernard Berelson’s Thought on Public Library Use
—A Study of The Library’s Public—

Yuko YOSHIDA
University of Library and Information Science

The purpose of this paper is to take up The Library’s Public : A Report of the Public Library

Inquiry, an analytical report of public library users by Bernard Berelson made as a part of the
“Public Library Inquiry”- an investigation into the social, political and economic positioning of public
libraries. This paper examines how Berelson’s assertion of the public library as a service to opinion
leaders arises in view of his research background. As the result, it became clear that to explain how
public libraries were used in the 1940s, Berelson utilized information sources other than community
public libraries in his analysis and the methods and thought of his communication research reflected
in the report. Though Berelson’s report did not necessarily have a direct impact on the public library
operation, the contentions made in this report are very important as public library theory, including
the essential points with regard to the users of publie libraries.
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