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Religious Forms of the Kanamura Faith in the Toyosato District,
Tsukuba City

Keisuke MATSUI

The purpose of this study is to show some characteristics of the Kanamura faith in the Toyosato
district of Tsukuba City through analyzing some indices such as the distribution of believers, the
content of prayers, and the organization or religious forms of Kanamura religious associations(ko). In
the Toyosato district, a typical district of the inner area (the first zone), most of the individual
believers used to pray for the safety of soldiers before the Second World War, and now pray for the
safety of their own fammly in 1995. Reffering to the content of prayers, those prayers are not derived
from the nature of the Kanamura deity directly. This fact indicates that people in this area worshipped
the Kanamura shrine not only as an efficacious deity but the tutelary status of the shrine.

Meanwhile, Kanamura religious associations do not function as autonomous religious groups and
are dependent upon other religious or administrative organizations. This is proved by these three
points. First, the position of the manager of Kanamura associations is basically non-hereditary and is
often occupied by heads of other religious or administrative organizations such as the representatives
of ujtko or the heads of settlements. Second, members of the Kanamura associations are the same as
those of the uj1ko organizations or other religious groups. Thirdly, there are no meetings or ritual
feasts in which all the members take part. The Kanamura religious associations in the Toyosato
district, therefore, are hardly autonomous and are often incorporated within other religious or
administrative organizations. It can be said that their sole objective is to distribute amulets of the
Kanamura Shrine.

Key words: religious sphere, Kanamura association, dependence on other organizations, tutelary
deity
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