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The Gaze for Local-religious Culture in a World Heritage Movement

MATSUI Keisuke

The purpose of this paper is to examine a significance of some local-religious cultures as a World Cultural
Heritage movement through analyzing Nagasaki Church Group in Japan. Recently, a movement for World
Cultural Heritage registration is notable in our country. Various actors such as a local government and tourism
industries, tourists or a host support this movement with a hope for social-economic effects.

In this paper, | described the activities of the Association for declaring the Nagasaki Church Group a World
Heritage. This association is now consists of volunteers with interest in churches of Nagasaki including well-
informed persons, citizens, students, Christians, and also public employees. They hope to achieve the World
Heritage registration for the Nagasaki Church Group. They think that: it is often said "Compared with the
European churches, the Japanese Churches are neither as beautiful nor as ancient.” But if we take the survival
of a persecuted faith, the beautiful melting of each building with the natural environment, the simplicity and
creative use of limited resources, we can assuredly state that they are unique in the whole world.

I examined their discourses what they think of the values of churches in Nagasaki. There are three points such
as historical value, the value of the church buildings and value as cultural landscape. They insist on the Nagasaki
Church group is the result of the encounter of the cultures of the East and the West, harmonized with the natural
landscape, which gave birth to a beautiful unique architectural style.

For the registration of World Heritage, they think that these five points are important: (1) Importance of
maintaining the buildings and “the living church” together, (2) Necessity of maintaining the surrounding
environment, (3) Necessity of maintaining the surrounding environment, (4) Harmony with tourism, and (5)
Technical details for the churches preservation.

The Nagasaki Church group was selected the World Heritage candidates in Japan on Jan.23, 2007. I would
like to and 1 have to watch this movement more carefully, more over, | have to reflect on a meaning of registering

religion with a World heritage.

Key words: World Heritage, Nagasaki Church Group, local-religious culture, gaze
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