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The effects of cognition of responsibility in altrulistic situations

Shinichi Hirota and Kunijirou Arai (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305,

Japan)

The purpose of this study was to investigate what factors can influence the cognition of re-
sponsibility in altrulistic behavior. Seventy fourth grade elementary school children were asked
to evaluate several situations. The situations were made up of four factors: familiarity, bystander,
fault of helpee, and fault of helper. The results of this study indicate that all the factors influence

cognitions of responsibility in altrulistic behavior.
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