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The effects of dispositional empathy of children on sharing

Yayoi Watanabe (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the effect of dispositional empathy on
sharing. Third-and fifth-grade children (/N =224) were studied. All subjects completed the

Interpersonal Reactivity Index (IRI; Davis, 1983),

which was translated into Japanese, with

minimal modification to enable children to understand. This index attempts to measure empathy
as a multidimensional phenomenon. Then subjects were given two kinds of surveys to examine
how they share rewards between them when they contributed more (also less) work than their co
-workers. Results indicated that high-empathic children tended to distribute altruistically or
equally and that low-empathic children were prone to employ equity norm or act selfishly. It was
clear that causal attribution about the difference between their contribution influence on both

empathy and reward allocation.
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