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- A methodological orientation for theory appraisals in studies of perception

Takayoshi Kaneko (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

F.H.Allport's Theories of Perception and the Concept of Structure (1955) begins with a
methodological comment on theory construction and appraisal in the psychology of perception.
Allport suggested six criteria for the evaluation of scientific theories, i. e, , agreement with the
facts, generality, parsimony, immediate experimental availability, logical consistency and
explanatory value. Explanation is a description of phenomena in more general terms, Before
inquiring into Koffka's question “Why do things appear as they do?”, perceptual theories must
inquire “How do they appear?” Allport classified the perceptual phenomena into six categorires:
sensory qualities and the dimensions; figural or configurational aspects; form quality and tran-
sposability; perceptual constancy; dimensional frame of reference; concrete object character; and
the effect of prevailing set or state. Any complete theory of perception should be expected to
incorporate all these aspects of perception.
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