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A Report on an Intermediate Japanese Reading Class :
focused on the learners’ needs

TAKAHASHI Junko, JUNG Sungmi

[Abstract] This paper reports on the results of two surveys:an evaluation of the
reading materials and class activities conducted in the first and second term, and a
survey regarding reading strategies in the second and third term in 2012. The
learners showed their interests in the reading materials, and found the class activities
quite useful. Most of them mentioned that vocabulary and background knowledge
were important to understand the texts. They expect reading materials to be full of
new vocabulary and expressions. The intermediate learners of J600 feel that they
don’t have enough vocabulary and are eager to increase them. The learners with
kanji backgrounds tended to use top-down reading strategies, while the learners
from non-kanji countries tended to rely on the dictionary.

[Keywords] reading strategies, evaluation of reading materials and class activities,

difficulties in reading
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