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Functional roles of the perirhinal cortex on learning and memory: A review

Hiroshi Abe and Tsuneo Iwasaki (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572,

Japan)

Recent research has focussed the role of the hippocampus and surrounding cortical regions

on learning and memory. A convergence of findings from lesion, electrophysiological, and

neuroanatomical studies has revealed that the perirhinal cortex within the hippocampus and

surrounding cortical regions has a critical role in non-spatial recognition memory in all

modalities. More recent data suggests that the perirhinal cortex might also contribute to

spatial memory. The present paper reviews current advances in our understanding of the

neuroanatomy, electrophysiology and behavioral functions of the perirhinal cortex in monkeys

and rats.
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