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The structure of behavior toward a sempai (higher status person): Specifying the sempai as
target

Yosuke Arai and Yutaka Matsui (nstitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-
8572, Japan)

This study seeks to examine the determinants of behavior toward a sempai (a higher status
person in terms of age, knowledge, skill, experience in Japan) from a kouhai (opposite of senpai)
within university clubs. A survey administered to 263 college students, consisting of scales of
relationship factors (social power and intimacy) and behavior toward a sempai, asked about the
relationship with a specified sempai and group factors (group-formality and group cohesiveness). The
main findings are as follows: (1) The results of a principle component analysis suggest that six
aspects of behavior have a circumplex structure around the two orthogonal axes of accept/reject and
obedience/non-obedience; (2) Positive social power and intimacy influenced accept, legitimate power
while group formality influenced obedience, and punishment power influenced reject.

Key words: interpersonal behavior, in-group behavior, behavior toward a higher-status person, clubs
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