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The functions of friendship in undergraduates

Hiroaki Tanno and Yutaka Matsui (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-

8572, Japan)

The purpose of this study is to identify the functions of friendship in college students.
Undergraduates (N =266: 124 males and 142 females) were asked to imagine two kinds of friends,
a high-interaction friend (HI-friend) and a low-interaction friend (LI-friend), and to respond to open
questions about these images of friendship. The results indicate that: (1) most undergraduates have
both Hl-friends and Ll-friends; (2) Hl-friendships function as a comfort in their present lifestyles
through ‘support’ and ‘pleasure ; and (3) Ll-friendships function in promoting a positive outlook
towards the past and future. The findings suggest that HI-friendships and Ll-friendships fulfill

different functions for college students.
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