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Diagonal Burial Chambers of the Kofun Period in Eastern Japan

Taxizawa, Makoto

Among burial chambers such as keyhole shaped tumuli, there are those whose axis is at a
diagonal to the mound’s axis. They have often been regarded as having some bearing on the
principle of head direction in the burial. Given that diagonal burial chambers frequently appear in
keyhole shaped tumuli with a short rectangular frontage, some scholars seek to push their origins
back to Yayoi mound burials, and assume that the diagonal placement itself was originally planned
as such. The fact that diagonal burial chambers appear particularly in scallop shaped tumuli and
Makimuku type tumuli is very important, suggesting a genealogical relationship between these
tumuli. Based on this point, this paper examines the precise nature of diagonal burial chambers in
eastern Japan which have hitherto been mostly ignored, and considers the meaning of diagonal
placement itself and the nature of tumuli with a short rectangular frontage.

In conclusion, diagonal burial chambers survived into the late Kofun period, mainly in tumuli
with a short rectangular frontage, and perception of diagonal placement varies according to the
shape of tumuli. In the case of tumuli with a short rectangular frontage, the direction of the mound’s
axis was mostly ignored, while the head direction was rigidly observed, thus resulting in a clear
diagonal placement. If we attach importance to continuity in the perception of burials, it is possible
to conclude that the origin of the alleged subordinate nature of the tumuli with a short rectangular
frontage after the middle Kofun period can be traced back to an earlier stage (Makimuku type

tumuli).
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