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Special feature: Logs for practical use. Log analysis of e-resources usage. Sho SATO (Graduate School of
Library, Information and Media Studies, University of Tsukuba, 1-2 Kasuga, Tsukuba-shi, Ibaraki 305-8550
JAPAN)

Abstract: With the growth of e-resources including e-journals, the log analysis has increasingly been used as a
valid research method. Although it is useful to grasp (understand) the user behaviors that analyzing the usage
log data with its comprehensive record of user access, it is difficult to explore the users’ intention or motivation.
So the combination with other methods is desirable. Bearing different characteristics from citation data, the
log data also have come to draw the attention in the field of bibliometrics. However, it’s not suitable for
research assessment because intentional data manipulation can be easily performed. In Japan, unlike some
other countries, large-scale log analysis studies on e-journals have not yet been carried out, which remains a
task to be addressed in future.

Keywords: e-resources / e-journal / scholarly communication / bibliometrics / usage log analysis
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