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Adolescent friendship: A review of studies since 1985

Yoshiyuki Ochiai and Ippei Takenaka (Iustifute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba

305-8572, Japan)

This paper reviews studies since 1985 that examine adolescent friendship in terms of its
structure, its factors and their relations, and its development. While the focus during the 1990s was
on structure, over the last few years, this has shifted to relational issues. However, insights from
relational studies have not been utilized in reexamining the findings obtained in earlier structural
studies, and there have been few development studies. Accordingly, we suggest that future research
into adolescent friendship, while continuing to deepen our understanding of relational aspects, needs
to reexamine the structure of adolescent friendship based on relational findings and to consider

developmental changes.
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