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An exploratory investigation of the crime reporting stressor and the processes of psychological
stress in junior high-school students

Yuko Matsuda, Minoru Nagasaku and Kunijiro Arai nstitute of Psychology, University of
Bukuba, Tsukuba, 305-8572, Japan)

The purpose of this study is (a) to construct a stressor scale for crime reporting and to
examine its reliability and validity, and (b) to investigate the processes of psychological stress in
junior high- school students in terms of psychological stress theory (Lazarus & Folkman, 1984). A
questionnaire consisting of the crime reporting stressor scale of 12 items, confirmed in a pilot
study, a cognitive evaluation scale, a coping scale, and a stress response scale were administered to
307 junior high-school students. The results of analysis indicated that the new scale has a single-
factor structure, with satisfactory levels of reliability and validity. While not numerically very high, a
significant correlation was found between the crime reporting stressor scale and the stress response
scale (r =.18, p <.01). Finally we discuss some issues for future research.
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