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Involvement of Teachers in Talking Activities for Five-Year-Old Children

with Hearing Impairments

Eriko SUZUKT*, Hideko SEKINE**, Takeyuki HIDAKA***,
Sueo MATSUMOTO**** and Atsuko SATO*****

In this research, using a case study of talking activities conducted for five-year-old children with hearing impairments, we

examined the characteristics of phonetic behavior and the various types of intentions that teachers have when transmitting

phonetic behavior. This helps shed light on the ways in which they reach out to young children with hearing impairments.

We found that changes in phonetic behavior were observed in response to the deployment of talking activities. Although the

phonetic behaviors of teachers was in many instances classified into “questions” and “instructions,” their intentions were also

classified into categories such as “role of clues and orientations in topics,

” “role as a listener,” and “role as an intermediary.”

Hence, we can infer that teachers hold their own views regarding which talking activities are appropriate to different

developmental stages of children, and that they do sufficiently reach out to young children with hearing impairments.

Keywords: Talking activities of young children with hearing impairments,

Phonetic behavior categories Role of teachers

*Chiba Prefecture Public School for the Deaf

**Special Needs Education School for the Deaf, University of Tsukuba

***Special Needs Education Research Center, University of Tsukuba

****Special Needs Education School for Children with Autism, University of Tsukuba
*****Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba

19



