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Characteristics of Agriculture in the Hokuriku District

Akira TABAYASHI and Go FUJINAGA

The objective of this study is to clarify the characteristics of agriculture in the Hokuriku district
by a review of previous studies, statistical analyses and our own field researches. The previous
studies suggest that agriculture continues to be important in the economy of the Hokuriku district in
contrast with other districts in Japan, The ratio of peaple living on farms to the total population is
ahout 20 percent, twice as high as the national average, Agricultural economy of the Hokuriku district
has strongly depended on rice, characterized by the high share of rice to the total agricultyral
products, the high ratios of rice monoculture farms, and the dominance of paddy field in the total
cultivated land. In terms of rice growing techniques, facilities and machines, the Hokuriku district is
the leading rice growing region in Japan together with the Tohoku district,

Another characteristic is that part-time farming is common in the Hokuriku district. Deep snow
accumulation has limited farming activities during winter. Prior to the 1950s, since farmers could not
find appropriate winter employment locally, either full-time or part-time, and could not commute to
nearby towns or cities daily, they had no way to supplement their income. Moving to other regions to
engage in seasonal work for several months each year was common, This pattern of seasonal
migratory labor declined in the 1960s, Both farmers and their wives hegan to take urban employment
at factories, as the number of factories increased in urban and rural areas and agricultural
mechanization cut down farming time and labor,

The composition of agricultural regions of the Hokuriku district shows that agriculture is
strongly influenced by physical conditions such as landforms and snow accumulation. Besides, the
locations of regional centers has also greatly influenced agricultural regions of the Hokuriku district.
Cultural traditions of western and eastern Japan and the economic influence from Osaka and Tokyo
metropolitan areas have divided the Hokuriku's agriculture into western and eastern parts,

Statistical analyses of the recent agricultural census data and our own field observations reveal
that rice moneculture has persisted, but many part-time farmers stopped farming in these ten years
due to the aging of farmers and the severe shortage of their successors. As a result, sustaining
agriculture has been an urgent problem in the present rural areas, Generally the regional differences
in Hokuriku's agriculture, as mentioned above, still exist, but they are hecoming less clear due to the
total retreat of agricultural activities. In place of food production, the original function of rural areas
alternative functions such as environmental preservation, recreation and cultivation of aesthetic
sentiment are considered more important,

Key words:  Hokuriku District, agriculture, regional differences, rice monoculture, part-time farming,



