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The practical implementation and expansion
of the concept of ‘Kohon Katei Kaihatsu:
School-Based Curriculum Development’ in China

Toji TANAKA
Zhao BIN HUI (Beihua Univ.)
Tranlation: Yuki NOZAWA

The purpose of this research is to explore how to expand the concept of School-Based Curriculum
Development (SBCD) in China. We found the concept ‘Kohon Katei Kaihatsu’ similar in meaning to SBCD. The
introduction of this concept has accelerated and expanded throughout China since the early 2000s as follows.

First, the third National Education Conference held in June 1999 set out to organize a national curriculum
based on three spheres; national, local, and school. Second, according to ‘Kohon Katei’ the time spent in a total
school curriculum was determined be 20% for compulsory education and 9.5% for senior-high education.
Third, the volume of published academic materials related to ‘Kohon Katei Kaihatsu’ reached its peak in 2006.
Since that time, academic interests shifted from theory to the practical implementation of ‘Kohon Katei
Kaihatsu’, and each school has developed various curriculum and teaching materials. For example, school
subject teaching materials, optional curriculum, and extra-curricular activities meeting the demands of the local
community.

During the past ten years the Chinese government and educational researchers have revised the concept of
SBCD to adapt educational situations and practical implementation according to local circumstances, and refer
to it as ‘Hondoka’ (Chinese proper concepts). At the next stage of ‘Kohon Katei Kaihatsu' from 2010, we expect
that (1) an assessment of educational needs among students, and (2) retraining of teachers related to

professional knowledge focused on curriculum management will be needed.
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