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Inexplicit Ways of Expressing Negative Evaluation

SEKIZAKI Hironori

This study is a survey on negative evaluation utterances found in natural
conversation between Japanese undergraduate students at Japanese universities
whose relationships are very close. The analysis was done regarding the way
of inexplicitly expressing negative evaluation that are referring to their
interlocutors and their actions, utterances, recognition, people or things they
like.

The result showed that 63.0% of utterances were explicit, whereas the rest
are inexplicit. This study revealed that there are 6 ways of expressing inexplicit
negative evaluation, and all of them have function of Negative Politeness or Off
Record(Brown & Levinson 1987). The necessity of knowledge about these
expressions from the view point of second language learning was discussed.
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