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The subtypes of affinity group for social withdrawal; Focusing on the transition to social
withdrawal.
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This study reanalyzes data of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Office for Youth Affairs and
Public Safety (2008). The purposes of the study are to classify affinity groups that show an affinity for
social withdrawal into their subtypes and to examine the possibility of transitions to social withdrawal.
The results of a cluster analysis for 66 samples of affinity groups identified four subtypes; namely,
“low esteem dependent”, “low esteem independent”, “high esteem dependent” and "high esteem
independent”. Of the four subtypes, “low esteem dependent” has similar traits with withdrawal groups.
It is suggested that the "low esteem dependent type” corresponds to a “reserve army for the socially

withdrawn”. The other three subtypes have affinities to social withdrawal for different reasons.
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