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SUMMARY

A Study in a Concept of Development and Education

Kazuaki Sugihara, Kohji Katsukura, & Hitoshi Muranoi.
The University of Tsukuba

We investigated how university students
considered about a concept of human develop-
ment and education, that is, whether the course
of human development is determined by heredity
or environment, and what the best method of
education is to promote children’s abilities.

We gave 718 students at various universi-
ties and colleges in Japan and Taiwan questi-
onaries about a concept of development and
education.

The results are as follows; the most
popular opinion of the best way of education
is to promote a special ability (eg. musical
ability) especially in Japan. Japanese students
evaluated promoting a special ability as a
better educational method than Taiwan stu-
dents.

But students have various opinions about

the best way of education, and sometimes they
are inconsistent, for exsample, their answers
are as follows, education by ability grouping
is “yes,” and at the same time, equality in
education is “ yes.”

About a controversy of heredity and envi-
ronment, students also have various opinions.
But in general, they think that some functions
of chidren-school achivement, tendency to be-
come deliquent or neurosis-are determined by
their environment. But it is a more popular
opinion that other functions-height of body,
musical ability and intelligence-are determined
by heredity.

In general, Taiwan university students
think many functions of children are determined
more by heredity than Japanese students.



