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Children’s responses to human figures as they appear on the TV screen

Hitoshi Muranoi and Kazuaki Sugihara‘(lnstz'tute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, lbavaki 305)

In order to investigate unique characteristics of children’s TV watching, parents of 1541 children (0-
6 yrs. old) were given a questionnaire which asked how their child watched TV, how much distanct the
child kept from TV set when watching it, and whether the child noticed uncommunicability with TV
figures. The main results were as follows: 20 % of 1 year old children wathed TV within a 30 cm distance,
and 10-% of them watched it in face-to-face. Even 3 years old children thought that they could speak to
a man in TV and that a man in TV could see them through the TV set.
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