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A critical review of the methodological problems in experiments on episodic-semantic
distinction. :

Hiroyuki Kaiho (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, Japan)
Takashi Kato (Human Factors, IBM Yamato Laboratory, Yamato-shi, 242, Japan)

Acknowledging the heuristic value of Tulving’s (1972) distinction between episodic and semantic memory, we
examined previous studies from a methodological point of view to see if that distinction may in fact be a structural
one. Some of the studies took the “processing-distinctiveness approach” to determine if distinctive control processes
may operate in processing episodic and semantic information. Others took the “retrieval-independence approach” to
see if episodic information can be retrieved independently of semantic information and vice versa. Several

representative studies were discussed in terms of the characteristics of their research approaches.
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