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The effect of earthquake-generator experience upon children’s awareness and behavior of disas-

ter defense

Yuichiro Yamagiwa and Ken’ Ichi Takemura (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba,

Ibaraki 305, Japan)

A field study using 497 elementary school students was conducted to examine the effect of an
earthquake simulating vehicle on defense awareness of and behavior against sharp earthquakes.
Most subjects who experienced the quake were surprised by its extent, but they did not experience
fear, presumably because they knew that the quake was simulated. Three independent variables,
the number of students in each experience group, the pattern of quaking, and combination of other
disaster defense education programs yield no systematic differences. But the limited number of
subjects who had feelings of confusion and helplessness subsequently changed desirably in defense
awareness of earthquake disasters. Measures to increase the feeling of helplessness seem neces-
sary to enhance effectiveness of the simulated earthquake experience.

Key words : children, earthquake-generator experience, disaster defense education.
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