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Peer interaction influencing the development of children’s distributive justice

Yayoi Watanabe (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibavaki 305, Japan)

To study the manner in which peer interaction influences children’s distributive justice, each
of 120 children aged 4 to 5 was assigned to A group (consisted of children of the same level), B
group (consisted of children of mixed levels), modeling group, or control group. All subjects were
given a standard version of distributive justice interview as the pretest and posttest. Sixty
children (A group and B group) participated in a positive justice peer debate in trial and were
videotaped during the discussion, in which each trial was required to reach a concensus concern-
ing a fair way to divide 10 tokens among themselves. An observational coding was used to assess
subjects’ discourse patterns. The result suggested that peer interaction in groups of children of
mixed levels and of modeling most effectively influence the development of children’s distributive
justice. Children of higher levels frequently made verbal statements or requests and engaged in
accepting or transforming interaction. And children who made negative comments tend not to
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advance in their level of distributive justice.
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