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Analysis of Offensise Play in Water Polo Game

Isao SAKATA, Goroh TAKAHASHI, Hideki TAKAGI,
Syozo TSUBAKIMOTO, Atsunori MATSUI, Masaru TACHINAMI

and Satoshi MOKUHITO

Abstract

This study was undertaken to show:

(1 ) what constitutes offensive play in a water polo;

(2) the relation of offense play to winning or losing.

In order to analyze offensive play in a water polo game, offense was de-
fined as the right of attack for 35 seconds, as defined in the rules of water
polo. The right of attack consisted of three offensive phases such as start-
ing the offense, developing the offense, and finishing the offense.

The games selected were 14 games played by 7 teams in the final league
of the 1985 Kobe Universiade Water Polo Games. The games were re-
corded by VTR camera from the beginning to the end of the games.
Analysis of the games was carried out using VTR monitor replays. As a
results, it was possible to record offensive phases.

The results of this study are as follows:

1) A number of the right of attack is 1303 times, and average of one
game is 46.5 times.

2) It is cleared to constitutes of offensive play in a water polo game.
Those are following:

i) It is shown that starting the offense consists of 4 situations such as

struggling the ball(center ball, neutral ball), changing over the offense

and deffense, continuing to the right of attack, and re-start the game.
The frequency of the appearance of 4 situations is shown that
changing over the offense and defense is most frequent (44.5%), and

secondly continuing to the right of attack is 30.3%.

ii) Tt is shown that developing the offense consists of $ situations such

as after changing over the offense and defense, fast break attack, and

set-offense (S.0). S.O is classified into 6 players vs 6 players, 6 vs 5, 5
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vs 6,5 vs 4, 6vs 4. The frequency of the appearance of developing the
offense is 6 players vs 6 players (56.8%), 6 vs b (22.7%), and fast break

attack (10.7%), respectively.

iii) It is shown that finishing the offense consists of 7 situations such as
the goal, shooting no-goal, changing possession of the ball, ¢jection by
major fall, penalty throw, offensive major fall, and neutral throw. Two
times of the right of attack attempting to one shoot, and then attemped

5 times shoots is succeeding in 2 goals.

3) It is shown that the relation of offense play to winning or losing con-

sists of as follows:

i) the winning team is shown to highly shooting and highly ratio of

successful shootlng

ii) the w1nnlng,r team is superlor to the goals by fast break attack

iii) the winning team is superior to intercepting the ball and getting to
offensive fauls. From those offensse situations, more goals is achieved.

iv) the losing team is shown to less shooting and highly ratio of un-

leading to shooting.
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