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Possibility of Self-guiding Lactating Dairy Cattle
into Holding Area Prior to Milking in order
to Promote Animal-welfare

Yoshie ADACHI'*, Kazuo OKADA!, Takashi KATAGIRL,
Tomonari YAMAMOTO!, Naoto ISHIKAWA!
and Atsushi TAJIMA!

! Agricultural and Forestry Research Center, University of Tsukuba, Tennodai 1-1-1,
Tsukuba, Ibaraki, 305-8577, Japan

Abstract

The lactating dairy cattle at Agricultural and Forestry Research Center, University of
Tsukuba, are guided to the holding area by staff member twice a day from the paddock prior
to milking. In order to promote animal-welfare of lactating dairy cattle, an attempt was made
to self-guide cattle to the holding area by constructing roof to provide shade and also to
avoid direct sun-shine during hot summer. Furthermore, concrete floor at the holding area is
covered with rubber mat to avoid the direct contact with cold concrete floor during winter.
After the construction of roof and rubber mat at the holding area, the proportion of lactating
cattle under roof have increased from summer toward fall. Furthermore, average location of
lactating cow is toward South-East of the paddock in summer, whereas average location was
toward North-West in winter. It was revealed from the present study that the average
location of lactating cow has seasonal change. These results indicate the possibility of

promoting animal welfare by self-guiding dairy cattle to the target area.
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