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Summary

Special Education in America
the current movement in Public Law 94-142

Motoo Ishibe and Mieko Kuba

Special Education, which was in 1817 as a private shool only a few deaf children,
became a free appropriate public education (“FAPE,,) for all handicapped children by
enactment of Public Law 94-142 (PL 94-142), the Education of All Handicapped Children
Act, in 1975. The effect of PL 94-142 is to assure that handicapped children, age 3 to 21,
receive a free appropriate public education.

Handicapped children in PL 94-142 are those who are mentally retarded, -hard of
hearing, deaf, speech i.mpaired, visually handicapped, seriously emotionally disturbed, or-

_thopedically impaired, other health impaired, deaf-blind, multi-handicapped or specific
learning disabilities, who because of those impairments need special education and related
services. V

The beginning of the special education was in the residential facilities. By the end of
1940s, the majority of handicapped children were enrolled in regular classes. Special class-
es, separate schooling or other removal of handicapped children from the regular edu-
cational enviroment will occur only when the nature or severity of a child’s handicap is
such that his education in regular classes with the use of supplmentary aids and services
cannot be achieved satisfactorily.

Before a child is initially placed in a special education program, a complete and indi-
vidual evaluation of his educational need; must be conducted. If found to be handiéapped,
given an individualized educational program (“IEP,,) and appropriately placed.

“FAPE,, includes related services, which are nonacademic and extracuricular services
and activities to assist a handicapped child to benefit from special education. Those are
counseling services, athletics, transportation, health services, recreational activities, which
may be provided for each handicapped child in accordance with his “IEP,, designed to
meet his educational needs. All educational and related services are based on “IEP.”

The extent of the application of the federal funds is expanded not only to exper-.
imental programs or teachers’ education programs, but to many kinds of services by a local
educational agency in order to insure that a “FAPE,, is made available to children.

There are several problems remained to be solved in order to realize the idea of PL
94-142, “FAPE,, for all handicapped children all over the United States. Those are fol-.
lowed:

(1) More than two million handicapped children who are not receiving any special
edwcation services in 1976~77 school year.

(2) The quite big differences of the percentages of school attendance in special edu-



cation between the states.
(3) The repletion of early education of handicapped children
(4) The repletion of education of handicapped adolescents
(5) The future plan of mainstreaming
(6) The repletion of in-service eéducation and teachers’ education



