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Summary

Development of Total Communication in Education for the Deaf in U. S. A. (5)
—— Position of Manual Method of Communication and Its Methodology in 1960's —

Shinro Kusanagi

Total communication arised at the end of 1960’s and had rapidly developed for 1970’s in education for the deaf.
The author previously examined the issues of “Evaluation of Manual Method in 1950’s” and “Introduction of
Fingerspelling to Young Deaf Children in 1960’s”.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the issues of (1) position of manual communication in education for the
deaf in 1960’s, (2) advocacy of using fingerspelling and sign language combined with the oral method, and
methodology of using them.

The results studied are as follows :

(1) Concerning the position of manual communication,

1) 66 or 77% of the deaf students was instructed by the oral method in schools and classes for the deaf. The other
methods were simultaneous method, combined method and non-oral method.

2) Some educators supported the only oral method, but some educators advocated the oral-manual combined
approach. Almost public residential schools adopted combined system and permitted the deaf students to utilize
fingerspelling and signs.

3) Generally, manual communication was introduced to those elder deaf students who appreared not to make
satisfactory progress with the oral method.

(2) Concerning advocacy and methodology of oral-manual approach,

1) The manual method of communication was not used as a substitute for English, but to supplement the spokeﬁ
form of English.

2) Some advocates of manual communication supported to use fingerspelling and others advocated to use sign
language.

3) The primary purpose of using fingerspelling was to make deaf children see full vocabulary and syntax of
English, and fo prevent the distorted patterns in non-English medium of lipreading.

4) Advocates of sign language argued that sign language was the natural language for the deaf, and provided the
most congenial means of communication and visual contact system for the deaf.

The author concluded that these advocacy and methodology of oral-manual approach must influence the rapid

development of total communication in 1970’s:



