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Effective Management of Classes for the Partially Seeing

—— Concerning the Class Placement Practice

Shin-ichi KUDO and Masao SEO

A national survey was conducted on the class placement practice (regular or special) of parti-
ally seeing children. » Subjects are 285 partially seeing children (one totally blind child is included)
enrolled in 40 public elementary schools with classes for the partially seeing.

Partially seeing children are instructed either in the regular classroom or in classes for the parti-
ally seeing. The outcome of placement is affected by various factors influencing the integration of
these children. The purpose of this study is to make clear the degree of integrated instruction. The
relationship between the class placement practice and pupil characteristics such as visual acuity,
grade, intelligence level, performance of academic subjects etc, is primary concern in this investi-
gation,

Findings in this study are summarized as follows:

1. Approximately half of classes for the partially seeing adopt the mixed type of a cooperative
class plan and a resource plan, and such classes are increasing steadily, Many classes in this type are
based on a resource plan. This fact means that classes which adopt the either type according to
pupil characteristics are increasing, and trends toward integrated setting for children who can com-
pete in the regular classroom are fixed nowadays.

2. More than half of children are instructed Japanese or arithmetic (or both subjects) in classes
for partially seeing. Approximately 60! of these children are instructed all times on that subject,
but remains are in specific unit of that subject, or when regular class teacher requires.

3. In this study, following nine factors are investigated as pupil characteristics related to the class
placement practice, sex, grade, visual acuity, existence or absence of multiple handicaps, ini:elligence
level, performance of academic subjects, adjustment to the use of low vision aid, adjustment to the
regular classroom, behavioral characteristics. Generally speaking, these nine factors are not strongly
related to the degree of integrated instruction of partially seeing children, but children of integrated
group are superior to those of segregated group in evaluation of performance of Japanese, science,
art, adjustment to the use of far low vision aids, adjustment to the regular classroom, vehavioral
characteristics.

4. At present it is concluded that the class placement practice is largely decided by some factors
other than pupil characteristics, for example, management policy of classes for the partially seeing
and attitude of related persons. But a trend is growing toward the class placement practice assor-
ding to pupil characteristics. In future, it is desirable that a check list is made for evaluating parti-

ally seeing children’s readiness for the integrated school activities.



