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Summary

The Existing State of Higher Education for the Hearing Handicapped

in America
Masuo Ueno Shinro Kusanagi

In America, higher education for the hearing handicapped began with the founding of Gal-
laudet College with the aid of the Federal Government. For almost one hundred years, Gal-
laudet College has been openning its doors as the only college for the hearing handicapped
in the world.

Since the 1960’s, postsecondary programs have been developed at such universities as California
State University, Northridge and Rochester Institute of Technology, and the higher vocational-
technical institutes such as Delgado College, Seattle Community College, St. Paul Technical
Institute and others. Each of their programs has its own peculiar curriculum. In 1975, the
number of universities or colleges which offered special programs for hearing handicapped have
increased to forty-three.

The postsecondary programs for the hearing handicapped are characterized by providing
sign language services. Because of the increase of deaf students attending higher education
classes, special programs for them are increasing more and more in many universities and
colleges. Especially the use of interpreters has become an essential factor in the services for
the deaf students. The services of sign language interpretation and counseling using sign
language are given without exception in all of the programs. At present, the problem of
interpreting services doesn’t seem to be the system of services but the material contained in
the system.

Research and investigation of the services of sign language interpretation have become very

important area for communication with the hearing handicapped.



