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The Flexibility of High School Education and School Culture

Hiromi Endo

In this quarter of a century, the systems of Japanese high school education became flexible. Now, a
deregulation policy is recommended in each field, and the flexization of high school education attracts
attention as part of that.

How did high school education change and how do the changes influence on school culture? Aren't there
any problems in high school education by thig flexization?

This paper focuses on the process which the educational systems have been flexible.

The results are as follows;

1) By flexization of the systems which determine the curriculum of high school education, high school
education loses similarity, and the curriculum of each school or each student is diversified. As a result, the
concept of 'high school' became ambiguous. So, *the culture as high school’ stops realizing.

2) Also, the difference which distinguishes clearly between courses and between subjects of study disappear-
ed virtually. This meant losing the feature of 'differentiation’ which upper secondary education has.

3) The originality of high school was lost by expansion of the requirements for admission to higher
education. In consequence, high school does not occupy upper secondary educational stage among the school
stages.

4) Since the legitimacy of high school education was lost, it will be difficult for students and teachers in high
schools to form each identity.

In conclusion, these changes caused the problem; the framework of high school will collapse. So, when
we look down at high schools from the viewpoint of culture, it will be impossible to grasp their culture as
'high school culture.’



