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Transportation and Pilgrimage:

Religious Travel before Social Differentiation

Daisuke TANAKA

University of Tsukuba

This paper’s purpose is to analyze social relation between transportation system and
religious travel (pilgrimage) in medieval times. Victor Turner proposed important binary
concepts, structure/anti-structure (communitus). By using this concept we understand
various ritual processes, especially pilgrimages, under persistent and universal
perspective. But this concept cannot cover social differentiation between transportation
system and religious travel. For example, transportation time-space was religious sphere
in middle age Japan. Especially this boundary time-space meant routes for transcendent
world (ex. Jodo, Gokuraku) in Buddhist pilgrimage context. This analysis will explains us
not to differentiate relation between transportation and religious travels in middle age.
And it is so different from modern transportation system. For modern transportation is
not religious and magical, but fundamentally functional and efficient facility. So modern
pilgrimage using rapid transit will be analyzed as re-integration between modern
transportation and religious means after social differentiation between these.



