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Political Participation and Education:
Focusing on Amy Gutmann’s Critics of J. Rawls’
Conception of Distributive Justice

Yusuke Hirai

The purpose of this paper is to consider the role of education ta achieve the secial equality by focusing
on the liberal arguments in the sccial theory.

The liberals have traditionally regarded education as the means for the social equalization. The basic
assumption which is adopted in this paper is the liberal point of view. Thus, I try to examine the relation
between the social equalization and education. In doing so, | focus on Liberal Eguality written by Amy
Gutmann (1949~ ) in 1980. This book considers the tradition of the liberal theories which tend to achieve
the social equality, and pays attention mainly to John Rawls' theory.

First, | assess the conception of the distributive justice which {s the main theme of Rawls’ A Theory of
Justice (1971), and consider that Rawls justifies the compensation for the least advantaged by reference to
the “justice as fairness.”

Second, [ argue for the critics of Rawls' theory of justice by Gutmann. In this part I consider that: (1)
she suggesis that Rawls’ theory is insufficient to achieve the social equality in the pluralistic society, (2} she
claims that it is important to consider the participatory justice that regulates the way to distribute the social
goods among citizens, (3) she tries to integrate the participatory justice into the Rawlsian distributive
justice, and {4} she thinks that we have to educate all children to participate in the public life. Through this
argument 1 shall make clear of the interrelation of social justice, political participation and education.

Finally, I conclude that education plays an important role to cultivate the mind as the citizen for all
children as well as the skills for participation.

The contents of this paper are as follows;
1. Preface
2. Integrating participatory justice into distributive one
1) An outline of Liberal Equalily
2) Rawls’ theory of distributive justice and its critics
3) Amy Gutmann's critics of Rawls’ theory and her evaluation of J. S. Mill's conception of political
participation
4) Gutmann's egalitarian thought in Liberal Equality
3. Political participation and Education
1) The values of equal participation
2} Community control of schools and its eritics
3} Worth of participation in education
4. Conclusion
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