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Abstract

The objective of the present study is to evaluate the possibility of the use of ratoon
rice as feed for ruminant by investigating the dry-matter yield of ratoon rice. Two varieties
of rice were cultivated in the experimental fields in Agricultural and Forestry Research
Center, University of Tsukuba. At harvest plants were reaped at both the height of 10 cm
and 20 cm above ground level and measured the dry-weight of aboveground parts. After
about 50 days of the first harvest, ratoon crop was harvested and measured the growth
characteristics and dry-weight. Moreover, growth and dry-matter yields of ratoon rice in
conventional fields were measured. It was demonstrated that growth period, water
management and cutting height affected the growth of ratoon crop. The dry-matter yield of
ratoon crop accounted for less than 20% of the first crops. From results obtained, ratoon

crop in paddy field have potentiality to use as forage.

Key words: Dry matter yield, Feed, Ratoon rice

* Corresponding Author: ishikawa@sakura.cc.tsukuba.ac.jp



