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Transformed Sounds in Polite Style Conversations
among Japanese Native Speakers

BEUCKMANN Fusako

[Abstract] In Japanese spoken language, the same words and phrases can appear
with forms of different sounds. These forms are known as contracted /extended forms.
In this study, we introduce the term “transformed sounds” of words and phrases for
these forms. Based on analysis of forty Japanese native speakers’ conversations in
polite style, we clarify how frequently the transformed sounds are used and how the
formality level changes compared to the original form. In this study four different
categories of transformed sounds could be distinguished : 1. transformed sounds are
almost exclusively used without any influence on formality (e.g. -noda — -nda),
2.usage rate is higher than the full form and formality is not affected (e.g. -teiru
— -teru), 3.usage rate is moderate and formality level is somewhat lowered (e.g.
-tokoro — -toko), 4. very infrequent usage and formality level is lowered (e.g. yahari
— yappa). We also demonstrate that the same sound can differ in usage rate and
formality level depending on grammatical context.

[Keywords] transformed sounds, contracted forms, extended forms,

polite style conversation, formality level
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