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Abstract

War songs recorded in publications of the Meiji period are not enough to be investigated or analyzed
as fundamental materials, since the previous studies on this area have only focused on the relations to
the introduction of Western music into Japan. Moreover, the word “war song” has not had an objec-
tive or fixed meaning and has only been used for convenience.

Thus, this paper first organizes the meanings of “war song” in various occasions, and then defines
“war song” particularly in this paper. In addition, it investigates and analyzes the books of war songs
published in the Meiji era. Those war songs had changed from ones of only lyrics to ones with sheet
music; also from those with western melodies to those of Japanese originals. Furthermore, the war
songs remained in future generations were those on the music scores and most of them were recorded
again in the song books which used in school curricula.
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