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A study of the historical promotion process of
flat-water canoe racing in Japan

KURIMOTO Nobukazu, YOSHIDA Akira, ABE Shouko®

Abstract

This study aimed to understand the historical promotion process of flat-water canoe racing in Japan.
Data collected from previously recorded facts and occurrences as well as archival reports concerning
canoe racing were categorized from the viewpoint of event, organization, and equipment, among others,
The 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo provided an important epoch in which the Japanese canoe racing
organization was established, and from that time, promotional activities evolved through
participants’experiences in international events and the National Games. However, these activities were
somewhat weak and confusing.

This study therefore defined seven phases in the development of canoe racing promotion in Japan,
which included 1) Pre-introduction period, 2) Primary period, 3) Confusion period, 4) Revival period, 5)
Organizational build-up period, 6) Spread and establishment period, and 7) Accelerated enforcement

period.
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