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Media violence and aggression: Effect of the presence of other person

Shintaro YUKAWA (Doctoral Program in Psychology, University of Tsukuba)
Fujio YOSHIDA (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba)

This study investigated the effect of the presence of other person on cognition, emotion, and ag-
gressive behavior elicited by media violence. In experiment 1, sixty undergraduate students (30
males and 30 females) were first exposed to a violent video either with the same-gender person or
alone. Then, subjects described what they were thinking about while watching the video, and
rated their affect about the video. Heart rate and eye blink rate were recorded continuously while
watching the video. Results showed that the presence of other person while exposed to media vio-
lence inhibited negative affect and facilitated positive thoughts and affect. In experiment 2, sixty un-
dergraduate students (30 males and 30 females) were exposed to a violent video either with the same-
gender person who reacted positively to the video or with the one who reacted negatively. Unlike
the experiment 1, aggressive behavior was measured on the Taylor (1967) paradigm. Results
showed that the presence of other person who reacted positively to media violence facilitated aggres-

sive behavior.
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Fig. 2 Mean scores of affects.
Table 1
Thoughts Negative affect
Aggressive thoughts —.32%
Thoughts of negative affect 38k
Thoughts of positive affect —.20
*»<.05 *p <01
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(2) MBEBEICL-TEL BEE Bl - 5H
(1997) DR FATOERICESWT, UUTFicRd 35
HoRazREH L, (& FHBIEFEES (B R
h” "EELE WE BE VoL o4FE
Fo (b) PEUERGAR (B “latknn” “9-%0
L72" O&FH 8RR, (o) BEERBES C(ZEE “EAH
B LT OGFHER ). B - FHH (1997) 0EER
BT 3EREOEHEMREEBENETN. (@) a=.91,
(b) a=.86, (c) a=.84 T&H - 2,

(3) ABNE (MARBLUBREH): EE 1 SR
iy (@) MORB LT (D) BHEZOHLZHhORAEL
BEEH L

(4) 7H¥-—FowmE (KEBITE): RISKHFRETE
ELI 7Y —E0REDOEEEE €y v a3 v BT
TEICEH L,

R
BEH (RS ) WENEZEH, ARREEEH

REFEZH O EE RIS Lo LI Fig.
3R LAEY, BEEKICOVTHIEIRE S X oA 3
R&d 5 2 ERABANT 2T - 7co WEBHNEZEHEL &
URBEBREZER I >V TR, HoXROAPEEME
BEBLCEETHD (F (1, 56)=2.97, p<.10; F (1, 56)
=10.62, p<.01). HEHNEZHRIFFOHI. R
BEREHBLTOHBEP -1, REEREHIC>WVWT
3y BRI o1 &S, RIBAER L 1254
DOHREMIEZLEH L, Fhic> W THEERES X o
ZERET 3 2EBRNBA T EIT > oo TORER, &
VT 4 TREBOEBRILNEZVSE DD, FRHIRB LR
BIEHESIKEE TN - 1,

- T, fEOKIEDEWIT & » TRARKINMIEZRR
SN -t FofE L. WEBNEEHS L OARBIFR
ZRicHESR S,

BRIZIRBEIC K > TA LIRS AREBESA. RS

100 2EEHON. “ 2ol /RS v BEHOFELL
RiF 48.1% THY, AEMICRER, 157, =

I AFAL FY R EHOV FAY, FTE (DL
BEPEETR TV,

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



The Japanese Soci ety of Social Psychol ogy

Gl - HH: BB & WEEITH)

OMale
mFemale

Number of Aggressive
Thoughts
O = N W Hp OO

6]
T

»H
T

w
T

N
Y

-
Y

Number of Thoughts of
Negative Affect

0
1
5
(%]
-
£ %075 }
=X
3E
e<
w005
2
3
S 025
>  m
3
Z 0
Positive Negative
Veiwing Condition

Fig. 3 Mean numbers of thoughts.
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Fig. 4 Mean scores of affects.
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Table 2 Correlation Coefficients Between Thoughts and Affects (Experiment 2)

Positive affect Empty-powerless affect

—.11 .12
—.35%* .13
A5%* —.28%*

Thoughts Negative affect
Aggressive thoughts —.00
Thoughts of negative affect 43%*
Thoughts of positive affect —.35%*

*p<.05 **p <01
OMale
mFemale
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F

=
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Fig. 5 Mean noise intensities of each session.
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