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Decentralization, Deregulation Policy and Compulsory Education in Japan:
Controversies on the System of State Subsidies for Compulsory Education

Shinji KUBOTA (University of Tsukuba)

The aim of this paper is to clarify the
current situation around the policies and typical
controversies on compulsory education in
Japan focusing on the system of state subsidies
for compulsory education.

Japanese compulsory schools have been
thrown into competitive environment in the
trend of decentralization and deregulation pol-
icies.
tain the standard and equal opportunities of
compulsory education everywhere in Japan.

The Prime Minister Koizumi remarked the
Basic policies for Economic and Fiscal Manage-
ment and Structural Reform 2002 by the Coun-
cil on Economic and Fiscal policy. In his
remarks, reviewing the system of state sub-
sidies was located as one of the top priorities in
the basic policies. The line of basic policies is

The main issue has been how to main-

the elimination and reduction of local subsidies
in line with the promotion of the “Plan on the
Reform of the Three Major Policies”. The
system of state subsidies for compulsory educa-
tion has been targeted as elimination in current
policies.

The Ministry of Internal Affairs and Com-
munications has been asserting that subsidies
on compulsory education must be granted to
local governments through the local allocation
tax for unspecified purposes. On the other
hand, the MEXT (Ministry of Education, Cul-
ture, Sports, Science and Technology) has been
asserting their responsibilities concerning the

principles of compulsory education (equal

opportunity, assurances of standards, free edu-
cation) allowing local authorities to implement
compulsory education by making the most of
The MEXT has adopted
the new state subsidy system to promote local
discretion and maintain the role of the central
government as the financial guarantors. The
controversial points are how to ensure the
needed cost for compulsory education by the
local allocation tax for unspecified purposes,

creative innovations.

how to adjust the unbalance of local tax among
local governments to maintain the standards of
education and how to justify the MEXT’s
responsibilities concerning the principles of
compulsory education.

The preliminary papers concerning the
issue since 2002 are considered to educe the
significant opinions. The reports by the Com-
mittee for the Promotion of Decentralization
and the Council for Decentralization and the
debates in the 162nd National Diet (including
standing committees) are analyzed in this paper
for clarify the focus points of the controversies.

It will be disputable how the decentraliza-
tion of education is consistent with ensuring
revenue source by the state. But it may be
difficult to find the new perspective on the role
distribution of compulsory education between
the state and local government.
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