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ABSTRACT：

This paper examines the factorsinvolvedin television news and

tabloid－iI止omation program transmission and receptlOn．The television news

programmingcontentoりapanhascontinuedtochangeandthetrendoftelevision

newsinJapan hasinco叩Orated more ente止ainment aspectsinto many oftheir

news broadcasts，eSpeCiallyln the news programs that were analyzed to be

thematic news programmlng血－Om preVious study results．FuIthemore，the

distinctionbetweentraditionaltelevisionnewsandtabloid－infomationprogramsis

becomlngless obvious than befbre． With the boundades between television

news and tabloid－infbmation news becomlngless evident，mOre prOblems adse

br the television audience to make a血stinction between tabloid－inbmation and

news．A cdterion br making the distinction between news programs and

tabloid－inbmation programs was fbund necessary fbr山止her researchin news

eぽectsinJapan．Althoughinbmation about di鮎rent topics can be attained

through血圧erentinbmationsources，theresonatlnge＃ectsoftabloid－infbmation

programsneedtobeconsideredfor山tureresearchintelevisionnewse鮎cts．

ThispaperconcludesthatduetothetrendsintransmissionandreceptlOn血ctors

Ofinfbmation galn through television news and tabloid－infbmation prog柑mS，

COnStmCtlng anintegrated socialreality through broadcastedinbmationis

becomingincreasingly 血伍cultinJapan，and fu仙er study of news e鮎cts

incorporatlngthee鮎ctsoftabloid－infomationprogramsisnecessa叩．

1．TransmissionandReceptionFactorsofTelevisionNews

AnextensivelineofresearchexistsonhowthepublicgalnSinfbmation

throughthemass me血atednewsactivities．Discussionsof：1）howthe恥wof

newsinfbmationismediatedbymanysocialandpsychological血：tOrS（DeFleur
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＆Larsen，1958；Greenberg，1964；Cha鮎e，1975），2）howtheaudiencesseekto

acquireinfbmation andgaingrati鮎ations（BlumlerandKatz，1974；Greenberg，

1974，Rubin＆Perse，1987），3）

iI止uence public perceptlOn Ofthe

Iyengar＆Kinder，1987；Iyengar，

Who are wellinfbmed through

infbmed（Tichenor，Donohue，

how news agenda，丘amlng and pnmlng Will

salience ofnews（McCombs＆Shaw，1972；

1992）4）how gaps exist among the people

news coverage and those that are not well

＆ 01ien，1970），5）how socialrealityis

cons山1Cted through the news（Adoni＆Cohen，1978；Adoni，Cohen＆Mane，

1984），6）howinfbmation ofnewsis processed（Woodall，Davis，＆Sahin，

1983；Gunter，1987；Graber，1988；Robinson＆Davis，1990）alldealwithgaining

iIlbmation血・Om neWS．These study results generallylnCline to either ofthe

b110Ⅶng COnClusions：that depending on the many vadablesinvolved with the

COmpOnentS Of communication，peOple galn Or do not galninfbmation through

neWS．

Still，SOmelinesofcommunicationresearchoverlooko山errelatedstudy

resultsinnewsresearch，eSpeCiallylntheresearchofagendasettlng，丘amlngand

pnmlng－Wherethemainbcusisheavilyonpoliticalねctors．Thisomissionmay

CauSebiluretoreco釘11ZeOtherimpo止antconsequencesofnews丘■amlngamOng

the au血ence previously 血scussed．Much more broaderinvestlgationis

necessa叩 tO aVOid neglectlng animpo几ant perspective of previous news

COmmunication research－Why news and especially television news sometimes

CannOtCOnStmCtaninteg柑tedpictureofsocialrealityamongtheaudience．For

example，paStreSearChabouthowsocialrealitylSCOnStmCtedthroughnewsand

Other studies thatinvestlgate．how the newsis processed among the audience

havebeendisconnectedbythecu汀enteVOlvingresearchon丘amingandpnmlng．

However，these previous other areas of news research can actually be

incorporated with agenda setbng，丘amlng，and pnmlng and they can promote

buil血ga more comprehensive approach to news research．To reorganize the

manye鮎ctsinvolvedin galnlngiIlbmation丘■Om television news，SOme Ofthe

COnCeptS Of丘amlngand exposure ofodentationinvolvedin galnlnginfbmation

tI汀Ough television news to build a山nctional－analytic perspective oftelevision

newshavebeenimplemented（Kaigo，1999）．

Frames－Which are the conceptualtooIs that news sourcesin result，
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bmulatetoorganizenewscontent－OnglnateS血■Omtheconceptof‖丘amlng”or

‖打ame analysis－■by Go仇nan（1974）that Tuchman（1978）adopted as news

打ames．The tem”me血a”丘aming has evolved丘om a similar vleWpOlnt and

COntdbuted to theconceptualization ofmedia丘・amlng．Cu汀ently，alongline of

仕amlng reSearChis stillin development and due to this on－gOlng prOCeSS，the

COnCept Of 丘・amlngis stillnot clearly distin酢1ished 丘・Om either being a

t柑nSmittlngOrreCeivlngCOnStituentofcommunication．Theconstmctof丘aming

in communication research as both a transmittlng and recelVlng bctor causes

COn山sion．The丘rststeptoavoidthiscanbetoseparatethetem”丘ame”丘om

COnStruCtSinother丘elds，SuChascognltlVeSCiencebecausethetem”丘ame”can

beinterpretedtobeanalogoustoa”chunk’’ofinbmation．Theconstmct■■media

打ame”山11ねcilitate this by restdctlng the meanlng tO a tranSmittlngねctor．

Scheufele（1999）madeanextensiveanalysisofcu汀ent丘・amingresearchandhas

also made a distinction between transmittlng and recelVlng丘ames as media

丘ames
andaudience丘ames．As statedinthe typolo訂Of丘‘amlngbyScheukle

（1999），me血a仕ames shouldbeisolatedtomeanthattheyare丘amesthatare

Sentbythemassmedia．Amongallthecon血sionconcemlng丘amlng，thisstudy

血11restrictuseoftheconstnlCt■■media血・ame■■asatransmittlngbctor，tOmake

thedistinctionclearbetweenreceivlngbctors．

However，nOt muChdistinction hasbeen madebetweentheconcept of

丘amesandtheconceptsofcognltlVeSCiencesuchasschemaorscnptsamongthe

audience．Scheufele（1999）has used the constmct ofaudience丘ames tolabel

this，howevernodistinctionbetweenschemaorscnptsandaudience丘・ameSWere

made．Therefbre to
cla山中

the con山sion，One Should be cognizant of this

distinctionandbrutility，thispaperwilldesi印ate thattheau山enceofamedia

仕ameis constmctlng a”schematic stmcture■■or”socialreality‖based on the

media丘■ame thatis transmitted．Moreover，the tem‖socialreality‖has been

bund to be either puttlng emphasis on”social■■or on■■reality‖as McLeod and

Cha丘ee（1972）haveindicated．Fu止hemore，reSearChon血・amingthroughthe

massmediahasbeeninte止Winedwiththestudiesconcemlng■－socialreality■－and

has tumed this area of study a rather con山sing one．Making a distinction

between‖media丘ames■■andthecognltlVe StmCtureOfthe receivers■schemaor

－’socialreality”canmake conceptualization more viable．Wもat the me血a打ame

TrendsinTransmissionandReceptionFactorsofTelevisionNewsandTabloid－InformationProg柑mSinJapan49

bmulatetoorganizenewscontent－OnglnateS血■Omtheconceptof‖丘amlng”or

‖打ame analysis－■by Go仇nan（1974）that Tuchman（1978）adopted as news

打ames．The tem”me血a”丘aming has evolved丘om a similar vleWpOlnt and

COntdbuted to theconceptualization ofmedia丘・amlng．Cu汀ently，alongline of

仕amlng reSearChis stillin development and due to this on－gOlng prOCeSS，the

COnCept Of 丘・amlngis stillnot clearly distin酢1ished 丘・Om either being a

t柑nSmittlngOrreCeivlngCOnStituentofcommunication．Theconstmctof丘aming

in communication research as both a transmittlng and recelVlng bctor causes

COn山sion．The丘rststeptoavoidthiscanbetoseparatethetem”丘ame”丘om

COnStruCtSinother丘elds，SuChascognltlVeSCiencebecausethetem”丘ame”can

beinterpretedtobeanalogoustoa”chunk’’ofinbmation．Theconstmct■■media

打ame”山11ねcilitate this by restdctlng the meanlng tO a tranSmittlngねctor．

Scheufele（1999）madeanextensiveanalysisofcu汀ent丘・amingresearchandhas

also made a distinction between transmittlng and recelVlng丘ames as media

丘ames
andaudience丘ames．As statedinthe typolo訂Of丘‘amlngbyScheukle

（1999），me血a仕ames shouldbeisolatedtomeanthattheyare丘amesthatare

Sentbythemassmedia．Amongallthecon血sionconcemlng丘amlng，thisstudy

血11restrictuseoftheconstnlCt■■media血・ame■■asatransmittlngbctor，tOmake

thedistinctionclearbetweenreceivlngbctors．

However，nOt muChdistinction hasbeen madebetweentheconcept of

丘amesandtheconceptsofcognltlVeSCiencesuchasschemaorscnptsamongthe

audience．Scheufele（1999）has used the constmct ofaudience丘ames tolabel

this，howevernodistinctionbetweenschemaorscnptsandaudience丘・ameSWere

made．Therefbre to
cla山中

the con山sion，One Should be cognizant of this

distinctionandbrutility，thispaperwilldesi印ate thattheau山enceofamedia

仕ameis constmctlng a”schematic stmcture■■or”socialreality‖based on the

media丘■ame thatis transmitted．Moreover，the tem‖socialreality‖has been

bund to be either puttlng emphasis on”social■■or on■■reality‖as McLeod and

Cha丘ee（1972）haveindicated．Fu止hemore，reSearChon血・amingthroughthe

massmediahasbeeninte止Winedwiththestudiesconcemlng■－socialreality■－and

has tumed this area of study a rather con山sing one．Making a distinction

between‖media丘ames■■andthecognltlVe StmCtureOfthe receivers■schemaor

－’socialreality”canmake conceptualization more viable．Wもat the me血a打ame



50 MuneoKAIGO

transmitsisreceivedandconstmctedassocialrealitylntheco釘11tlVeStmCtureOf

thenewsreceiver．

Amongmanyofthe血vergentstudiesconcemlngme血a丘・ameS，Iyengar

（1991）dealswiththeconcepts ofepisodicandthematic丘・aming．Contra叩tO

Otherresearchon血■aming，Wheremany simplyconductcontentanalyses，Iyengar

（1991）introduces a research method that can potentially be applied to

infbmationgainthroughtelevisionnewsbecauseitattemptstoanalyzetelevision

news to have either an episodic or thematic血・ame tendency where episodic

仕amescanbede丘nedtobeconcreterepo止SOfspecificeventswhereasthematic

仕ames afe mOre abstractinbmation．This concept can become usefulwhen

COnductlngreSearChofnewsandhow thecognltlVe StmCture OfsocialrealitylS

COnS山1Cted肌10ng the audience．Cu汀ent human memoⅣreSearCh has been

infe汀ed to be contrastedin tems of episodic memoIγand semantic memory

（Tulving，1972；Ota，1988）．wもenbcusingonhowinbmationisgainedthrough

news，this way ofdividing丘amesinto episodic orthematicbecomes convenient

because one can detemineifthe socially constmcted schematic representation

Willbeintegratedor丘agmenteddependingonthe丘ame．Ifnewsisreceivedin

episodic 丘■ames，the socially constmcted schematic representation willbe

Sho托－Circuited or仕a耶Iented．If newsis receivedin thematic丘・ameS，the

SOCiallyconstmctedschematicrepresentationwillbeinsteadintegrated．Inthis

Way，thecognltlVe StmCtureOr SOCialrealityoftheau血encecanbedetemined

throughtheinte如吋OrSho什－Circuitedcondition（七agmentation）ofaschemata

Or an aSSOCiative－Semantic network based on the elements transmitted by the

media丘ame．

Thed血cultyremainswhenoneattemptstorestdcttelevisionnewsto

be either solely episodic or thematic because neither existsindependentlyln

nomaltelevision news broadcasts．Takeshita（1998）a皿d Scheufble（1999）

have bothindicated the problems of utilizing the constmcts of episo血c or

tbematic打amlngin research．To overcome this barder，the constructs of

episodic and thematic丘・aming ofIyengar（1991）could
be modi丘ed so that

episodicme血a丘ameswi11bereportsof血鮎rentnewsissueslackingbackground

COnteXtSu汀Oundngtheissueswhereasthematicmedia丘ameswillbenewswith

morebackgroundinbmationorcontext．Therebre，episodicmedia丘ames and
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thematicmedia打amescouldbesystematicallydividedbasedondiscourseanalysIS

elements（Kaigo，1999）．

FromthevleWpOlntOfaudiencebctorsthatcanil岨uencetherecelVlng

Ofmedia血■ameS，SOme Of the basic pnnciples ofreality orientation and bntasy

Odentation could also be considered as sta血ng polntS that caninvolve the

concepts of cu汀ent COgnitive science（Kaigo，1999）．These
山ndamentd

COnCeptS are based on Freu血an pnnciples of psychology that Schramm et a】．

（1961）haveusedandexplainedwhereexposureorientationtomassmediacan

bedividedintobeingei仙errealityodentedorf血ねSyOriented．Fundamenta11y，

reality odented exposureis based on having a delayed reward by behavior

drected to enlightenment through cognltlVe aCtivlty and血cing problemsin

reality．Incontrast，bnbsyorientedexposureis basedonhavinganimmediate

rewardby behaviordirectedtogalnlngpleasure by avoidingunpleasanttasks or

paln．Toelaboraterealityandねntasyohentation山止her，theconceptsofdirected

thoughtandねnbsythoughtofLindolf（1980，1982）includeco印idveaspectsto

reality andねntasy odented exposure by ad血1g thatdirected thought usesboth

Shortandlong－temmemOryStOragebins，howeverthat血nbsythoughtonlyuses

long－tem memOry StOrage bins．By mer釘ng these stu血es，One Can preSently

Summadzethatrealityodentedexposure；iscognitive，血cesproblemsinreality，

is enlightenlng，uSeS both sho止andlong－tem memO叩StOrage bins肌dis

attentivetothesu汀Oundingenvironment．Incontrast，血nbsyodentedexposure；

isa鮎ctive，eSCapeS丘・Omreality，Seekspleasure，uSeSmainlylong－temmemOⅣ

StOragebins，弧dlacksattentiontothesu∬Oundingenvironment．

The study 丘ndngs of Kaigo（1999）bund the co汀eSpOndence of

manifbstandlatent如nctionsanddys山nctionsoftelevisionnews to the丘ndings

as fbllows：1）A manifest山nction of television newsis the constnlCtion ofan

integrated
subjective socialreality among those who have a higher de訂ee Of

realityodentationtowardtelevisionnewsthanbntasyohentationandhavemore

exposureto thematic丘・aming than episo血：丘aming oftelevision news．2）A

latent 山nction of television newsis the processlng Of news as a toplC

COnVerSationamongthosewhohaveahigherdegreeofbntasyodentationtoward

television news than reality orientation and have more exposure to thematic

丘aming than episo血c丘aming of television news．3）Alatent dys山nction of
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丘aming than episo血c丘aming of television news．3）Alatent dys山nction of
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television newsis山e constmction of sho止－Circuited subjectivesocialreality

among those who have a higher degree ofreality odentation toward television

newsthan血ItaSyOrientationandhavemoreexposureto episodic丘・amlngthan

thematic丘・amingoftelevisionnews．4）AlatentnoI血nctionoftelevisionnewsis

theprocesslngOfnewsasente止ainmentamongthosewhohaveahigherdegree

Of血ItaSy Odentation toward television news than reality odentation and have

moreexposuretoepiso血c打amlngthanthematic丘・amlngOftelevisionnews．

An explanation of news山nctions based on this new classi丘cation of

media丘amesandorientationofexposureisasbllows：1）Themanifestfunction

Of television news；仕ansbms the environment and socialsituationinto a

presentationthatcanbecognltlVelyprocessedbytheaudience・Therefore，daily

infbmation about the environment and eveIγdayhappenlngS are preSentedand

received through the news．This manifest山nction oftelevision news can be

perceived asincorporatlng the consequences that can beidenti丘ed with the

COnStmCtion of socialreality of news and news processing．2）As alatent

function of television news；the mostimpo止ant agenda of the environmentis

focusedon，andsocialagreementabouttheenvironmentisattained．Thislatent

山nctionoftelevisionnewscanbecharacteristicofagendasettlngandpnmlng．

3）Asalatentdy血nctionoftelevisionnews，OneCannOtaSSeSShowmuchofthe

environmentis being represented tmly and accurately．The environment that

encompassesus－thathas acomplex stmcture一山11exceedthe capacltytO be

COgnitivelyprocessedandwilltherefbre be丘agmented．Throughthis，a）only

theopinionsthatpresentconvenientcircumstanceswillbeadopted，b）anxiety

Willrise among those who receiveinbmation about danger，and c）passivity

towards the environmentwilloccur．Thelatent dys山nction oftelevisionnews

Canbeassociatedw仙the瓜owofinbmationofnews，gapSinknowledge，agenda

Settingand丘■aming，COnStmCtionofsocialrealityandprocessingofthenews．4）

Asalatentno血nctionoftelevisionnews；1tisprocessedas ente止ainmentand

the audience willbecome apathetic－debils about television news willbecome

quickly oblivious．Thislatent no血1nCtion can be tied with the results ofuses

弧dgrati丘cationsresearchandnewsprocesslng．

ByallocatlngmanyOftheresultsofinfbmationgainbytelevisionnews

to this丘■amework，a Sketchy but comprehensive overview of television news

52 MuneoKAIGO

television newsis山e constmction of sho止－Circuited subjectivesocialreality

among those who have a higher degree ofreality odentation toward television

newsthan血ItaSyOrientationandhavemoreexposureto episodic丘・amlngthan

thematic丘・amingoftelevisionnews．4）AlatentnoI血nctionoftelevisionnewsis

theprocesslngOfnewsasente止ainmentamongthosewhohaveahigherdegree

Of血ItaSy Odentation toward television news than reality odentation and have

moreexposuretoepiso血c打amlngthanthematic丘・amlngOftelevisionnews．

An explanation of news山nctions based on this new classi丘cation of

media丘amesandorientationofexposureisasbllows：1）Themanifestfunction

Of television news；仕ansbms the environment and socialsituationinto a

presentationthatcanbecognltlVelyprocessedbytheaudience・Therefore，daily

infbmation about the environment and eveIγdayhappenlngS are preSentedand

received through the news．This manifest山nction oftelevision news can be

perceived asincorporatlng the consequences that can beidenti丘ed with the

COnStmCtion of socialreality of news and news processing．2）As alatent

function of television news；the mostimpo止ant agenda of the environmentis

focusedon，andsocialagreementabouttheenvironmentisattained．Thislatent

山nctionoftelevisionnewscanbecharacteristicofagendasettlngandpnmlng．

3）Asalatentdy血nctionoftelevisionnews，OneCannOtaSSeSShowmuchofthe

environmentis being represented tmly and accurately．The environment that

encompassesus－thathas acomplex stmcture一山11exceedthe capacltytO be

COgnitivelyprocessedandwilltherefbre be丘agmented．Throughthis，a）only

theopinionsthatpresentconvenientcircumstanceswillbeadopted，b）anxiety

Willrise among those who receiveinbmation about danger，and c）passivity

towards the environmentwilloccur．Thelatent dys山nction oftelevisionnews

Canbeassociatedw仙the瓜owofinbmationofnews，gapSinknowledge，agenda

Settingand丘■aming，COnStmCtionofsocialrealityandprocessingofthenews．4）

Asalatentno血nctionoftelevisionnews；1tisprocessedas ente止ainmentand

the audience willbecome apathetic－debils about television news willbecome

quickly oblivious．Thislatent no血1nCtion can be tied with the results ofuses

弧dgrati丘cationsresearchandnewsprocesslng．

ByallocatlngmanyOftheresultsofinfbmationgainbytelevisionnews

to this丘■amework，a Sketchy but comprehensive overview of television news



TrendsinTransmissionandReceptionFactorsofTelevisionNewsandTabloid－Informa亡ionPro卵mSinJapan53

山nctions becomes possible． The consequence of the manifest山nction of

televisionnewscanbeconsideredasanintegratedschematicrepresentationthat

issociallyconstmctedbymediaframlng．Thelatent血1nCtionoftelevisionnews

is the agenda settlng Of news．Thelatent dysfunction，in contrast with the

manifest山nction，Of television news can be the short－Circuited or丘・a釘Ilented

SChematic representation socially constmcted by media丘aming．Finally the

la亡entnon山nctionoftelevision newsisentertainment．

2．NewTrendsofTelevisionNewsandTabloid－In血mationPrograms

托esently，theactualtelevisionnewsprogrammingcontentoりapanhas

COntinued to change and the trend of television newsinJapanis be由nning to

resemble thatofthe United Sbtes．In otherwords，Japanese news mediahas

incorporated n10re ente止ainment aspectsinto many oftheir broadcasted news，

especially the programs that were analyzed to be thematic news programmlng

according to previous study results．Program characteristics that were more

aligned to ente止ainment programs have sta止ed”invading■■some of the more

popular thematic news programs to retain their share of viewers to maintain

ratlngS．Fu止hemore，the distinction between tra血tionaltelevision news and

tabloid－inbmationprograms（refe汀edtoas‖wideshows■■inJapan）isbecoming

less obvious than befbre． Many evenlng television news programs are

CdmpetlngWitheachotherbrratlngSandtherefbreinclude”so氏er■’toplCSSuChas

goodresburantsorinfbmationon血鮎rent shops（Yokoyama，2000）．Dueto

this trend，One might predictless reality odentation of exposure to television

news programs，and this willinte血re with constmctlng anintegrated social

realityorcognltlVeStmCture．

With the boundaries between television news and tabloid－inbmation

newsbecomlnglessevident，mOre PrOblemsadsebrthetelevisionaudienceto

make a distinction between tabloid－infbmation and news． Even television

networkproducersdonothaveaclearstandardinmakingadistinctionbetween

tabloid－inbmation programs and news programs（Yokoyama，2000）．Many

tabloid－inbmation programs seem toinclude some of newsissuesin their

programmlngthatareinnewstelevisionprograms，howevertheseprogramsputa

lot more emphasis on sensationalnews，therebre omittlng theinbmation of
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manylmpO止ant socio－eCOnOmic and politicalissues provided through television

news．Thisis especially evident during specialnewsevents thatneedconsbnt

coverage（‖breakingnews‖）and atthese moments，neWS prOgramming‖breaks

into‖thetabloid－infbmationprograms（knoⅥlaS‖血de shows‖inJapanese）．

Thereis anincreaslngtendency br this to happen more o氏en and canbe one

reasontoexplainwhythereseemstobea■■blumng‖betweentabloid－infbmation

andnews．

Ontheotherhand，therearesometimesegmentsoftabloid－infbmation

progrぉnsthatdealwithnon－SenSationalnewsbrie且ywhichcanbelabeledasthe

regular news se釘IlentS Of bbloid－infbmation programsin this study．These

SegmentS are aSSumed to be generally overlapplng With the content ofnomal

television news，butinless time．Due to this time bctor，these re釘11arnews

Se釘TlentSCanbeassumedtobepresentlngneWSCOntentthroughepiso血cmedia

打ames，Which activities can as a consequence become dys山nctionalor

non山nctional．

This studyinvestlgated whether regular news segmentsin

tabloid－inbmation programs are dominant with episo山c media打amlng．An

analysISOfthematicframlngamOngeleventabloidinbmationprogramsshownon

Week血ysintheKantoareawasconductedfromAugust20toAugust31，2000．

The analysis was conductedin order to detemine two things：Findoutl）if

regular news segmentsin tabloid－infbmation programs are dominant with

episodic media丘・aming and2）if a tabloid－infbmation programis presenting a

newsissueasamaintoplC，Wi11itbedominantwiththematic丘amlng．Thelistof

thetabloid－inbmationprogramsarein血catedinTablel．

聖地些吐
Station Programs

NihonTV

TBSTV

FujiTV

TVAsahi

TVTokyo

1）zoominAsa

4）Express

6）MezamashiTV

8）YajiumaWide

ll）Ladies4

2）Look 3）TheWide

5）Just

7）Tokudane

9）Moming lO）Scramble
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Tl廿Oughtheresults，alleleventabloid－inbmationprogramswerebund

to have one or two re如Iar news segmentsin their programmlng，and even

though these regular news se田IlentS SOmetimes dealwith socio－eCOnOmic and

politicalissues，their血mationprocuredwaspresentedmainlyutilizingepisodic

丘aming．Inutilizingaclassi鮎ationchtedontodeteminemediaframing（Kaigo，

1999），the re即1arnews segmentsin each oftbe tabloid－inbmation programs

WeremOStlypresentedwithepisodicmedia丘■amlngWithameanoflessthan3．01

thematic framesin allse釘IlentS aS Shownin Table2．The content analysis

resultsin Table2display that allnews se即1entSin the tabloid－infbmation

programshadanaverageofthreeorlessthematicme血a丘amesineachprogram，

COnStitutlngadominanceofepisodic丘■amlng．

：担辿垣堕＿塾監些些旦

Station Program Mean SD

NihonTV

TBSTV

FujiTV

TVAsahi

TVTokyo

1）ZoominAsa

2）Look

3）TheWide

4）Express

5）Just

6）MezamashiTV

7）Tokudane

8）YajiumaWide

9）Moming

lO）scramble

ll）Ladies4

2．78
．97

3．22 1．20

2．89 1、05

3．00 1．00

2．67 1．00

2．78
．67

2．67 1．00

2．00 1．00

2．11
．93

2．78
．67

2．22
．83

OnecanobseⅣethegeneraltrendthatbhefnewsspotsorsegmentsin

tabloid－infbmation programs generally have alow degree of thematic me血a

丘amlngln re酢11ar news spots．Thisindicates that the news segments of

tabloid－infomation programs consist mainly of episodic media丘amlng．In the

CaSeWherethetelevisionaudienceutilizesthesenon－SenSationalnewsse即IentS

astheirmaininfbmation sourcesofsocio－eCOnOmicandpoliticalnews，OneCan

assume that these regular news se釘11entSin tabloid－inbmation programs are
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actuallydysfunctionalorno血InCtionalbecausewhethertheau血encehasareality

Orねnbsy oriented exposure behavior，if the media血■ameis episodic，the

consequenceisei仙era）1atentlydysfunctionalwitharealityorientedexposure

behavior because a sho止－Circuited socialrealityis being constmcted or b）

non山nctionalwith a bntasy oriented exposurebehavior because theissues are

beingprocessedasentertainment．

Dependingonthenewsissue，thevisualinbmation（videofootage）of

apa血culartelevisionnewsissueisve叩SimilarandoverlapplngamOngd出erent

programs and networks when compared through content analyses，due to the

Similar styles of repoIllng amOng neWS SOurCeS and the growlng tendency of

acquiringnewsfbotage丘omseⅣices（Bennett，1996）．whengaininginfomation

血）m television，the visualinbmation especially
血）m television newsis

impoぬnt．The visualpictorialinfomation can beinte叩reted to be associated

WiththeinfomationofthesemanticcontentwhichismorecognltlVe，nOttOimply

thatthevisualplCtOrialiIlbmationislessimportantorine鮎ctive，butis more

a鮎ctive than cognltlVe．In otherwords，the textualinbmation ofbroadcasted

news can be detemined to be ofa more cognltlVe nature，due to the semantic

iIlbmation．ThevisualplCtOrialinbmationwillbeinitiallystoredintheiconic

StOrage，howevernottota11yprocessedassemanticinbmationbutwillbestored

throughassociation．However，thesamevisualinbmationcanbedisplayedinan

episodicorthematicme血a打ame．Withoutthematicmedia丘■amlng，thereaction

tothevisualinbmationmightbecomesho山一Circuited．However，mOrereSearCh

OfthecognltlVe甜ectsontheau血enceoftabloidinfomationprogramsneedsto

beprobedbr山止herdiscussionofthisaspectofnewsreceptlOn．

Tabloid－inbmationprogramsalsohaveatendencytooverlapwithmain

televisionnewsissuesandtheissuecontentoftheprogramsisfbcusedmoreon

SenSationalnewsratherthansocio－eCOnOmicandpoliticalnews． During the

analysispehod，tWOlargenewsissueswereobseⅣedto’－break■■intothenomal

tabloid－inbmation programming tl汀Ough thematic media 丘aming：1）什om

August21to Au針1St25，2000among allthe tabloid－inbmation programmlng，

newssu汀Oun血IgaRussianNuclearSubmadneaccident，and2）丘omAugust23

toAugust30，2000newssu汀Oun血ngthevoIcanicactivltyOfMiyakeIsland．

In comp打ison with nomaltelevision news ofthe same channels and
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newspapers（Asahi，Yomiud，Mainichi，Sankei，Tokyo），bothissues arehighly

Salient newsissues dudng the pedods that the twoissues brokeinto the

tabloid－inbmation programs．However，When you reverse the perspective of

COmp打ison，thatis，thenewsissuesthatareofimpo止anceintelevisionnewsor

newspapers，On August28（MitsubishiMotors concealing recallof defbctive

products）orAu即St29（BankmptcyofTaishoLifbInsurance），訂eOnlybrie且y

mentionedintheregularnewsse即TlentSOftabloid－inbmationprogramsandsuch

Se釘11entSWereanalyzedtobemainlypresentedthroughepiso血cmedia丘aming．

Even though the obser柑tions arelimitedto this analysIS period only，atrend

SeemStOeXistwheremainnewsissues，SuChasinthiscase，theRussianNuclear

SubmadneaccidentorvoIcanicactivltyOfMiyakeIsland，thataresensational，打e

highlightedorunderscoredthrough the tabloid－inbmationprograms asthematic

media丘ames．Therebre themain problemliesin the aspect thatnot allmain

newsissuesarealwayshighlightedintabloid－infomationprograms．Again，When

the tabloid－infbmation programs underscore certain newsissues that are

SenSational，thesamevideofbotageofthenewsprogramisreusedinastylethat

may belessin accord with traditionalJOurnalistic styles． These

tabloid－ir血mation programs may be‖ampli軸ng■’someofthe more sensational
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the resonatlng e鮎cts of tabloid－infbmation programs and also the so called

■■inbtainment■’or”infbmation－ente止ainment■’programswhenconductlngreSearCh

On agenda－SettinginJapan，alongwith news magazines．A cdtehon brmaking

the 山stinction between television news programs and tabloid－infbmation

programsisnecessa叩br山九herresearchoftelevisionnews e鮎ctsinJapan．

Thisis due to the bct that such an established standardis necessa叩 br

deteminlng di鮎rencesin programmlng and the co汀eSpOnding e鮎ct．Such a

CriteriontomakeadistinctionbetweenprogramscanhelpavoidneglectlnganyOf

theimpo托antaspectsinvolvedinagenda－SettingofnewsissuesinJapan．

Throughdiscusslngthepossibilityoftabloidinbmationprogramstobe

址kctlng how the public galnSiIlbmation，agenda settlng，media丘・aming and

pnmlnge鮎ctsoftheseprogramsshouldalsobeconductedamongtheaudience．

At the sametime，efkcts on the constmction ofsocialreality and thecognltlVe

StruCtureneedtobere－eXaminedwithcu汀enttelevisionnewsprograms，because

moreentertainmentaspectsarevisibleandmaycause exposureoforientationto

be more strongly aligned withねntasy oriented than reality odented．In other

WOrds，One CaniIlkr through previous study results that constmctlng an

integmtedsocialrealitythroughbroadcastedinbmationisbecomlnglnCreaSlngly

d此cultinJapan．
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