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Sportsmanship Brotherhood
The Creation and Features of Its “Sportsmanship”

ABE Ikuo, Ph.D.*

Abstract

The idea of Sportsmanship Brotherhood’s “sportsmanship” movement originated from an idea of an
English press-man, P.R. Creed, allegedly an adherent of freemasonry, who visited America in 1923 to
report the match of a game between England and America. Although its accurate foundation has been
uncertain, it might be in 1926, when the conference for the National Federation of State High School
Athletic Association was held in New York. This paper focuses on the process and factors of the creation of
Brotherhood, and also unveils its organization, function and business. It also analyses the features and
character of “sportsmanship” that the Brotherhood tried to advocate.

It could be concluded that the Brotherhood’s “sportsmanship” consists of seven features, or
characteristics. 1. The sportsmanship creates peace keeping relationships between countries, like
internationalism inspired by freemasonry. 2. The sportsmanship movement has strong relationships with
the idea of a “secular” Christianity that could be transcending denominations; which means, therefore, it
has had still something to do with Christianity as a whole. 3. The Brotherhood believes that
“sportsmanship” can diffuse democracy all over the world. 4. As a peace keeping organization, the
Brotherhood denied the use of war, while it tried to keep a fighting spirit and “a moral equivalent of war”,
in other words, “a battle for the Lord”. 5. Because Matthew Woll, the president of the Brotherhood, was
also the vice-president of American Federation of Labor, Brotherhood’s sportsmanship movement had a
strong connection with a policy of preserving human resources. 6. The Brotherhood believes that
sportsmanship can be a cultural tool for breeding a boy up to a “gentleman”. 7. Brotherhood’s “code of
honor of a sportsman” is composed of all of moral elements relating to life, as if it relates more to the
bringing up of a citizen than to a sportsman.

Key words: Sportsmanship Brotherhood, sportsmanship, America, P.R. Creed, A.E. Hamilton
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