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Regeneration of a subalpine old-growth coniferous forest, Okukinu, central Japan
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2. Point-Centered Quarter Method
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Summary

Regeneration process was studied in a subalpine old-growth coniferous forest, Okukinu,
Tochigi Prefecture, central Japan. Following four categories were defined and used in this
study, canopy tree, suppressed sapling, gap maker and gap sapling. Species name and DBH of
canopy tree and suppressed sapling were recorded along transect lines using the point-centered
quarter method. Gaps whose center were within 10m either side of the transect lines was
described. Species name and DBH of gap maker and gap sapling were also recorded. In canopy,
Abies mariesii was dominant species. The second and third dominant species were Tsuga
diversifolia and Picea jezoensis var. hondoensis. Abies mariesii occurred in both suppressed
and gap saplings, implying that they regenerate in gaps from advance regenerations recruited

before gap formation.
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