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Forest development under the direct control of the Shogunate

— Development of charcoal production in [zu-Amagi district —
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Summary

In the middle of the Edo era, the Shogunate planned positively to utilize forest
resources in the Ohayashi (the Shogunate directly owned and managed forest land) in Izu-
Amagi district. Because the Shogunate wanted to help his finances and supply charcoal for
the Shogunate himself and the citizen of Edo.

In this paper, I would like to discuss the development of charcoal production by the
Shogunate in the Edo era. Its conclusion are as follows:

1. This charcoal production was continued on a large scale (80~150 southand bags a
year) under the direct management of the Shogunate for one hundred years, from 1759 to
the last days of the Tokugawa Shogunate.

2. The Shogunate controlled the charcoal price and gave contractors the indication of
the way to supply charcoal. Some of these charcoals were supplied to the Shogunate and
the other were directly sold to the citizen of Edo from merchant without using the ex-
isting distribution system of charcoal. It is characteristics of the charcoal production in
Izu-Amagi that the Shogunate kept a certain amount of charcoal for a long time and
adopted the above selling form.

3. This charcoal was producted under the contract management of merchant of Edo,
local merchant and local villages under the Ohayashi. The Shogunate imposed to pay
business taxes, give a security and plant trees as the terms of a contract. Under the con-
tract management of merchant of Edo, the local subcontract generally took charge of all
this charcoal production.

4. The Shogunate took care of keeping the labor of charcoal production to promote
the project of this production smoothly. This charcoal production which make charcoal,
carry charcoal bags to the beach and stow them in ship was taken charge by farmers.
Most of them worked in the intervals of their farming.

5. The charcoal bags carrying labor was consisted of farmers united by the village. In
the latter of the Edo era, it frequently happened that farmers were delayed carrying char-
coal bags. Though the Shogunate forced them to promote carrying charcoal bags, the work
did not advance smoothly. Because farmers carried their charcoal as commodity before
they did charcoal under the management of the Shogunate.

6. After the middle of the Edo era, the Shogunate centered on charcoal production
under the management of the Ohayashi and developed feudal commodity production by

means of feudal power and merchant funds in Izu-Amagi district.



