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Summary

Izu district belonged to the Shogunate in the Tokugawa Era. This district was the
nearest to Edo which was the major market. It held an important position as a place which
supplied timber, firewood and charcoal to the Shogunate.

The main forest land in the Izu district covered Mt. Amagi. Mt. Amagi and the other
forests of the Shogunate were divided into three types according to the management, namely
Ohayashi, Goyama and private forest.

This paper describes the formation and development process of forest ownership in the

Edo period and the conclusions are follows:
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1. Ohayashi (forest under the direct control of the Shogunate)

When the Tokugawa Era began, Mt. Amagi was taken into the Ohayashi category. In
this category the system of prohibiting the cutting of certain timber, called ‘Shichibokusei’,
was laid down, and thereafter in 1685 two more kinds of tree were added to make nine pro-
hibited species. This system was applied in the Goyama category and private forests, and
the aim was not only the enclosure of stands but also of land. In 1698, the Shogunate divid-
ed the Ohayashi into four watersheds (Ohomi, Kawazu, Kano, Nishina) and allowed fifty-
four villages, the so-called ‘Ohayashitsukimura’, to use minor forest products from the
Ohayashi. Moreover, the Shogunate arranged ‘Ohayashimori’ in order to manage and protect
the Ohayashi directly, because the Shogunate planned to establish and strengthen feudal
forest ownership. In the meantime, the Shogunate included forest land round Mt. Amagi into
the Ohayashi by increasing the number of villages under the Ohayashi system and planned
the enlargement of the Ohayashi. We find that the number of villages under the Ohayashi
system increased from fifty—four in 1698 to one hundred twenty in 1834.

Though the system of prohibiting the cutting of certain timber was applied in Goyama
and private forests too, the Shogunate did not control the farmers’ cutting of grass and
wood as firewood and charcoal, which the farmers needed for agricultural production and
everyday life. Also the Shogunate admitted that only villages under the Ohayashi had com-
mon forest land in the Ohayashi and gave the villages permission to make firewood, charcoal
and etc., there.

. Goyama (community forest)

Farmers needed forest land to continue agricultural production. This forest land was us-
ed a single common unit by the village, therefore a usufruct was treated as belonging to the
village. Such forest land was called ‘Goyama’ in the Izu district. The number of villages us-
ing Goyama in cooperation varied from only one to nineteen in this district. Though the
period when Goyama was formed in the Izu district is different according to the region, we
know that it can be found in the land register of Nakoya village, Tagata district, as early as
in 1597. We also find that each area of Goyama was recorded in the land register of Ohsawa
village, Kamo district, in 1678.

The officials of each village (Nanushi, Kumigashira, Hyakushodai) managed Goyama
with the mutual consent of the villagers. The expenses of managing Goyama were generally
payed by every family (Iewari) or according to the amount of taxes (Takawari).

II. Private forest (Hyakushomochiyama)
We know that private forest existed early in the Edo Era and we find private forest in

‘Mura-Sashidashicho’ (report on the situation of village), in the middle of the Edo Era. The
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area of forest which a farmer had was very small. The area was only 1~2 tan per capita
even in case of Mito village which we consider as having comparatively large scale owner-
ship. Furthermore, private forest was owned by farmers in a limited class, because the
number of owners was about 20% of the families constituting a village.

When timber products began to enter the market after the middle of the Edo Era,
farmers began to show an active interest in the forest as a place which produced marketable
products such as firewood and charcoal. As the result, fields were afforested, Goyama divid-
ed, and in the meantime forest land became a marketable commodity. Thus, forest land was
accumlated privately by men of resources. There were two typical examples in the Izu
district. The one was by high-class farmers (village headmen and so on) and the other was

by merchants collecting cargo and shipping to Edo.



