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Logging Industry in the Region of the Japanese Tea Production
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Summary

This paper describes the logging companies that supply the saw mill industry located in
the region of Japanese tea production. The logging companies in the Abe river watershed, in
Shizuoka prefecture, were investigated.

Though the forestry of the Abe river watershed has a long history, dating back to the
Edo period, it has not developed special forest practices to produce high quality wood like
the forestry of Yoshino district. The characteristics of the forestry in this watershed are to
produce averagé quality wood. But recently forest owners have delayed felling because of the
prolonged low price of average quality timber, especially Sugi, and they have placed more im-
portance on cutting Hinoki than on cutting Sugi.

We categorized four types of logging companies, that is, the logging companies involved
in saw milling, the farm family, the forestry cooperative and the full-time logging com-
panies. Many of the logging companies in every category are very small businesses, having
one or more working systems composed of four or five of workers.

We think these small businesses can not develop to large-scale companies because of the
following two reasons. One reason is that a lot of the logging workers who are employed by
the logging companies are involved in the family farm producing Japanese tea. Since the pro-
duction of Japanese tea requires many workers to harvest the tea leaves from May to
August, logging work is interrupted in this season. Another reason is that the production
units of timber are very small.

Every type of the logging businesses has the above characteristics. But there is a dif-
ference in the sort of timber produced and the marketing of the timber. The logging com-
panies that are involved in saw milling produce mainly average quality of timber for their
own mills. Also the forest cooperative produce the same quality of timber. The logging com-
panies that involve the farm family and the full-time logging companies produce mainly high
quality timber to sell at the timber auction markets in the other prefectures, which have a

wide area of collection of high quality timber.



