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Social Background on Foundation of Shinano Kizaki Summer Seminar:
“On the Shinshu Daigaku” and “On the Reform of Teachers’ Seminar”

Akitoshi TEUCHI

The Purpose of this paper is to consider the social background on the foundation of the Shinano Kizaki
Summer Seminar (Shinano Kizaki Kaki Daigaku) which has held seminers for adults, since 1917.

The study of the Summer Seminar had been given little attention. In recent years, some scholars of adult
education have rated this seminar as a self-education movement. As pointed out in previous studies , the model
of this semmmer was Danish Volk High School. But, this statement is not supported by independent evidence.

It is clear that the influence on the foundation of this seminar are the “On Shinshu Dajgaku” and “On
Reform of Teachers’ Seminar” which had spread schoo! teachers throughout Nagano Prefecture since the Late
Meiji Period. The governing idea of these opinions encouraged talent in Nagano Prefecture. In this situation,
Hirabayashi Hiroto who was a primary school headteacher, designed this seminar and the idea was realized as
the Shinano Kizaki Summer Seminar, What is important is that the idea was supported by teachers who were
infuluenced by new educationl thoughts (liberalism in education) in the area of education in Nagano Prefecture.

Further consideration is necessary as to what is the reason for the continuity of the Shinano Kizaki

Summer Seminar.



