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Abstract

The most prominent formulation of the skepticism in contemporary analytic philosophy is “Brains
in a vat skepticism”. It is also called the closure-based skeptical argument because it is based on the
epistemic closure principle. The main anti-skeptical responses to the closure-based skeptical argument
are the externalist responses, such as the rejection of closure principle. Duncan Pritchard points out in
“Epistemic Luck” that the closure-based skeptical argument misses the point of skepticism and only
the underdetermination-based skeptical argument can capture the most fundamental issues in skepti-
cism. He claims that the externalist responses are not satisfying responses to the underdetermination-
based skeptical argument and there is no satisfactory epistemic response to the underdetermination-
based skeptical argument. Alan H. Goldman makes an objection against Pritchard. This article exam-
ines the dispute. First, I will organize Putnam’s “Brains in a vat” supposition and the so-called “Brains
in a vat skepticism”. Next, I will review both Pritchard’s idea and Goldman’s idea. Then, I will argue
that while Goldman'’s objection against Pritchard is inadequate, there is also a problem in Pritchard’s
idea. Finally, I will outline what is important when arguing against skepticism.
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