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Nagasaki Catholic Church Group and Tourism
Hiroshi YAMANAKA

“Nagasaki Church Group and Christian Related Cultural Assets” was nominated as a candidate
for the World Heritage Provisional List in 2007. This nomination has had a profound impact on
tourism in Nagasaki. Nagasaki prefectural government, which depends heavily on tourist
industry, has begun to put in serious efforts to utilize this opportunity for boosting tourist
industry. First, recent developments of tourism concerning the Church Group shall be
examined, and then using the results of some questionnaires conducted by our research group,
social ascriptions and opinions of tourists visiting such sites shall be explained briefly. Then
referring to the concept of ‘sight sacralization’ coming from Dean MacCannell, a sociologist,
the process in which the Church Group, consisting of twenty catholic churches, has been being
framed as a site for sightseeing shall be analyzed. Also the importance of creating some
narratives to make these churches more attractive for tourists shall be pointed out. One of the
significant narratives would be continuity of faith going down from the Edo era when Christians
were severely persecuted to the present times. Finally a case of Neshiko in Hirado city shall
be taken up. Neshiko is a place where all inhabitants, descendants of “the Hidden Christians”,
have kept unique traditional folk beliefs based on indigenization of Christianity until modern
times, although six people in the village in the Edo era were executed for the hidden
Christians. Today, Neshiko remains non- Catholic town in spite of having six glorious Christian
martyrs in the past. I'd like to examine their response to recent rapid tourism promoted by
Nagasaki prefectural government: based on the narrative mentioned above, and pay attention
to the way in which they try to maintain their own identity based on their own collective
memory of the six martyrs.
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